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Whether you yell “Roll Tide,” “War Eagle,” or cheer on one of our other amazing teams,
Alabama is the place “where champions are made!” Rich in history and tradition, our state
continually strives to further establish our legacy in hosting world-renowned events. Looking
to create a new event or strengthen an existing one? Sports Alabama is ready to work with
you to create a lasting memory. Our team provides quality service that matches no one, and
guarantees your event is a success. From big cities to small towns, no matter the size of your
event, Alabama should be your first choice in selecting your next host destination.
From the mountain tops and fishing lakes in North Alabama, to the white sandy beaches
in South Alabama, our beautiful and diverse state offer visitors a once in a lifetime experience
you won’t forget. Our state’s expansive sports facilities offer right holders opportunities to
host high quality events in unique destinations.
Sports Alabama is Alabama’s state sports initiative dedicated to establishing and developing relationships with sports event planners. In coordination with our on-going sports
marketing efforts, “Sweet Home Alabama” priorities include attracting visitors to our amazing
destinations through quality events. Our team is focused on partnering with rights holders to
uncover the perfect spot to host their next event. Together, our communities welcome the
chance to showcase Alabama and encourage you to explore and experience our “southern
hospitality.”
Sports Alabama and our 12 member destinations are prepared to be your ultimate
partner and resource in hosting your next event. For more information on a variety of
facilities or to plan your next event with one of our amazing teams, please contact me via
email at sportsalabamachair@gmail.com
Come experience our beautiful state and discover why we call it

“Sweet Home Alabama!”

Don B. Dukemineer, CSEE, CHSP
Chairman
Sports Alabama
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ALABAMA
Football may be king in Alabama, but the state also
offers a variety of entertaining sporting options

A

ny sporting conversation regarding Alabama would be incomplete without mentioning its football prowess. The state’s two
major Division I colleges, the University of Alabama and Auburn
University, have combined to win six of the last nine NCAA football championships, an unprecedented run for any state in college football history.
Both teams own an impressive legacy with a multitude of national titles over the years, and both typically fill their mammoth stadiums for
every home game. Alabama plays in Bryant-Denny Stadium, which
holds 101,821, while Auburn competes in Jordan-Hare Stadium, a venue
that seats 87,451.
Alabama’s unrivaled history includes 17 national championships, a
record for any school since 1900, and two of the greatest coaches in
NCAA football history, Bear Bryant and Nick Saban, who have won six
titles apiece. Auburn has an impressive lineage as well regarding the
gridiron, as the Tigers have suited up such stalwarts as Bo Jackson, a
legendary running back who won the Heisman Trophy in 1985, and Cam
Newton, who captured the Heisman in 2010 while leading Auburn to the
national championship.
Not surprisingly, football is big business for both schools, as Alabama reportedly brought in $108 million in revenue last season, while
hotels in the Auburn/Opelika area on game days are typically around
83 percent full, a considerable improvement over their 60 percent number on an average weekend throughout the year. Games against SEC
rivals and homecoming weekend swell those numbers even higher.
Alabama is also home to smaller college football squads, including
Alabama A&M in Huntsville, which has won or shared 13 league titles;
Jacksonville State in Jacksonville, which captured an NCAA Division II
National Championship in 1992; Samford in Homewood, which has
suited up former notable coaches Bobby Bowden and Jimbo Fisher;
and Troy University in Troy, which won an NAIA National Championship
4
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in 1968 and two NCAA Division II titles in 1984 and 87.
While football is certainly king in Alabama, it isn’t the only game in
town, as residents and tourists alike have a host of other sporting options
to enjoy. Here are a few of them.

Auto Racing

Talladega Superspeedway, located 50 miles east of Birmingham in
the northeastern portion of the state, will celebrate its 50th anniversary in
2019. This speedway has earned a reputation as one of NASCAR’s most
competitive tracks, as it is the longest NASCAR oval with a length of 2.66
miles and is also the steepest, with 33-degree banking. Talladega is the
site of NASCAR’s fastest qualifying lap, the fastest 500-mile NASCAR
race and some of the most volatile crashes in motorsports history.
With a capacity of 78,000, Talladega attracts a slew of fans as it hosts
NASCAR events, an Xfinity Series race and a Camping World Truck Series race. The fabled speedway is scheduled to undergo a $50 million
renovation in 2019, in which it will see numerous improvements including the addition of a 140,000-square-foot Fan Zone Experience, a
35,000-square-foot open air club, a new victory lane and approximately
300 new RV spaces.
Located adjacent to the speedway is the International Motorsports
Hall of Fame, a venue dedicated to enshrining those who have contributed the most to the sports of auto racing and motorized boat racing.
Founded in 1990, the Hall of Fame has inducted many of racing’s finest
drivers, including Dale Earnhardt Sr., A.J. Foyt and Richard Petty.
Another race track that has an illustrious history is the Huntsville
Speedway in Huntsville, a quarter-mile oval track that opened in 1959.
It held one NASCAR Grand National Series event in 1962 (won by
Richard Petty) and today, the track hosts weekly racing with a variety of
stock car and modified classes.
@SportsPlanGuide #SportsPG

While Alabama’s football accomplishments are second-to-none on the college level, the state also sports an impressive history
when it comes to baseball and auto racing, and its diverse terrain makes it an exemplary biking location.

Where Legends Play
Baseball

Alabama’s history includes an impressive list of baseball legends who
played in the state, including Hank Aaron, Willie Mays and Satchel Paige.
Its modern incarnation of the National Pastime is notable as well, as the
state features minor league teams in Birmingham, Montgomery and Mobile.
The Birmingham Barons are a Double-A affiliate of the Chicago White
Sox that is noted for having both Bo Jackson and Michael Jordan suit up
for the team. The Barons have captured six Southern League championships (the most recent coming in 2013) and recorded the highest attendance in 2017, as the Barons drew 391,725 fans to Regions Field. The
Montgomery Biscuits, a Double-A affiliate of the Tampa Bay Rays, have
suited up the likes of Carl Crawford and Evan Longoria and have won five
Southern League titles in its history, including back-to-back crowns in 2006
and 2007. The Mobile BayBears are the Double-A affiliate of the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim and play in Hank Aaron Stadium, named after
baseball’s former all-time home run king. The team has featured such stalwarts as Max Scherzer and Paul Goldschmidt and has earned four league
championships, including back-to-back titles in 2011 and 2012.
Birmingham is also home to baseball’s oldest stadium in America,
Rickwood Field, which was built in 1910, predating even Fenway Park
and Wrigley Field. Rickwood Field is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, is immaculately preserved, considered a working museum, and still hosts the occasional Barons game.
Robert Trent Jones Grand National

Golf

Built with vacationers in mind, the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail is a
collection of championship-caliber golf courses designed by Robert Trent
Jones, Sr., a noted golf course architect who designed or re-designed
more than 500 golf courses in 45 states.
These courses have been strategically dispersed across the state
and feature 468 championship-caliber holes on 26 golf courses at 11
sites. It has been described as the largest golf course construction project ever attempted.
The courses play to all different abilities and were designed to measure as short as 4,700 yards and as long as 8,200 yards from tournament
tees, with as many as 12 tee boxes. They were also created to highlight
Alabama’s natural topography, giving the courses a natural feel.
The trail sites include Cambrian Ridge in Greenville (four courses,
36 holes); Capitol Hill in Prattville (three courses, 54 holes); Grand National in Auburn/Opelika (three courses, 54 holes); Hampton Cove in
Huntsville (three courses, 54 holes); Highland Oaks in Dothan (four
courses, 36 holes); Lakewood Golf Club in Point Clear (two courses, 36
holes); Magnolia Grove in Mobile (three courses, 54 holes); Oxmoor Valley in Birmingham (three courses, 54 holes); Ross Bridge in Hoover (one
course, 18 holes); Silver Lakes in Anniston/Gadsden (four courses, 36
holes) and the Shoals in Muscle Shoals (two courses, 36 holes).

Biking

Alabama is replete with biking routes and diverse terrain, making it an
exemplary biking state. Riders of all skill levels can enjoy many of the
state’s offerings, including the largest state park in Alabama, Oak Mountain, which spreads across 9,940 acres just south of Birmingham. With
more than 50 miles of hiking and biking trails set against a picturesque
backdrop, Oak Mountain is a popular locale for riders. Other top-notch
biking sites include Chewacla State Park, south of Auburn, which resides
over 696 scenic acres and offers riders more than 30 trail miles, and
Coldwater Mountain near Anniston, which has a total of 35 miles of trails,
ranging from beginner to expert. SPG
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SWEET HOME ALABAMA

A Sporting Utopia
Sports Alabama unifies communities to promote the
Yellowhammer State

W

ith its white sandy beaches, imperial mountains and serene
lakes, Alabama has long been known as a vacation gem.That
secret, evidently, is out, as Alabama tourism spending
reached an all-time high of $14.3 billion in 2017 with a record 26 million
travelers having visited the state according to a report released by the
state tourism department. The $1 billion surge in tourism spending is the
largest dollar value increase the state has seen.
While there are a variety of reasons Alabama’s popularity continues
to swell, its sterling reputation among sports tournament planners
certainly helped pay for generous portions of the hospitality industry’s
$627.5 million generated in state taxes, $251.6 million in local revenue
and $70 million in lodging taxes.
“Our destinations throughout Alabama offer rights holders the opportunity to host large events or tournaments of all sizes,” said Don Dukemineer, deputy director of sports tourism for Foley Sports Tourism and
chairman of Sports Alabama. “This state has a lot to offer and people
are surprised when they visit. They have an event, attendees have a
good time and they want to come back.”
Dukemineer is an expert in the state’s sports tourism industry, having
been chairman of Sports Alabama since 2008. The Alabama Sports
Initiative, also known as Sports Alabama, was created in 2006 to help
members of the Alabama Association of Destination Marketing Organizations participate in sports tradeshows to position Alabama as a superior sports destination.
Sports Alabama was funded and established as a cohesive team of
convention & visitors bureaus from around the state, working together to

6
284

attract tournaments, conferences, and sporting events to Alabama. By
helping offset costs and creating promotional marketing pieces for the
organization, Sports Alabama allows its members to partner together to
attend trade shows and explore opportunities for future business.
“Our mission is first, to promote the state of Alabama,” Dukemineer
said. “We’d rather see sporting events played in Alabama, than to choose
another state to visit. Our team works well together. For example, if an
event can’t work for one destination, they’ll send the information to
another partner that might be a better fit. We like to give our members
the chance to work with rights holders to highlight the great facilities,
destinations and communities we have in Alabama.”
“My No. 1 key objective for the team is to not be selfish and think
bigger than yourself,” Dukemineer said. “If an event can’t be hosted in

Alabama is known as a gem of a vacation spot.

With a variety of excellent facilities featuring sterling athletes, Alabama attracts a legion of tournaments and spectators.

one community, where could it work in Alabama? How can we continue
this great partnership that is beneficial for all, while continuing to attract
visitors to the state? Because once they get here, once they put their
feet on the ground, they are blown away. They can’t wait to come back
as soon as possible.”
Sports Alabama members include Huntsville/Madison County CVB,
Visit Florence, Decatur Morgan County Tourism, Gulf Shores & Orange
Beach Sports Commission, Auburn Opelika Tourism, Visit Dothan,
Montgomery Chamber/CVB, Visit Mobile, Tuscaloosa Tourism & Sports,
Foley Sports Tourism, Greater Gadsden Area Tourism and Cullman
Parks & Recreation. That group’s close-knit relationship has helped
Sports Alabama thrive in its efforts to promote the attributes of its
member destinations as well as the entire state.
“We’ve continued to build upon and strengthen Sports Alabama
throughout the years,” Dukemineer said. “We strive to be self-sustainable by utilizing our membership fees and financial support from the
Alabama Tourism Department strategically. We allocate those funds
towards show sponsorships and hosted events at conferences that offer
us our best return on investment.”
“We have some smaller DMOs within our team, and Sports Alabama
provides them an opportunity to attend shows to meet with rights holders.
It enables them to meet with people face to face, while hopefully opening
the door for them to be a part of the game.”
While football is the No. 1 sports income producer in the state (the most
recent economic study showed the University of Alabama and Auburn
University’s football teams alone combined to generate $500 million in

economic impact), Alabama has increasingly become a haven for numerous other sports as well. Soccer, baseball, softball, basketball, lacrosse,
fishing, Ultimate and disc golf have all shown considerable growth in the
state. This uptick in athletic participation gives Sports Alabama extra
ammunition in its efforts to promote the state’s sporting assets.
“Football is always going to be big here, whether you yell “Roll Tide”
or “War Eagle,” Dukemineer said. “But we’re also seeing growth in new
sports to our areas from families that are moving here. When people
visit, they think they are going to be charged an arm and a leg, but once
they’re here, they realize they can host an affordable event. That reality
is a huge asset for us. Our destinations affordability and willingness to
bend over backwards to help, makes people happy and eager to bring
their events back, regardless of the sport.”
Sports Alabama’s growth mirrors that of the state’s tourism numbers
as the organization has increased from six original members to its
current 12 with other CVBs showing potential interest to further the
organization’s expansion. But while the state and Sports Alabama are
enjoying considerable prosperity, Dukemineer wants more.
“One goal for me is for (Sports Alabama) to never rest on our
laurels,” Dukemineer said. “We are always asking how can we improve
our marketing and our mission and how can we continue to attract events
to the state. We have a lot of different sports being played throughout
Alabama. We would like to have a huge event that brings in a large
number of people who will be able to experience all this state has to offer.
“We don’t just say we’re ‘Sweet Home Alabama’ for nothing,”
Dukemineer added. SPG

Destinations throughout Alabama offer rights holders
the chance to host tournaments of all sizes.
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Auburn-Opelika, AL
Bring your event to the coolest college town in the South. Auburn-Opelika is
the home of Auburn University and the premier sports venues in the nation.

Small-town charm and a variety of activities for all
ages make Auburn-Opelika the ideal location for your
next event. Easily accessible lodging, restaurants, and
diversions make your trip enjoyable on and off the court
or field. Take in an SEC sporting event, hammock by the
falls in our state park, or shop until you drop. Whatever
your downtime preference, this southern college town will
keep you entertained and engaged. One-day trip or weeklong tournament, Auburn-Opelika is where champions are
made.

Things to do in Auburn-Opelika

In the downtime that teams and parents have before,
in between and after games, Auburn-Opelika presents
plentiful possibilities to explore the region’s diverse array
of cuisines, activities and entertainment. When arranging
sporting events, it is important to schedule things to do
for your athletes to encourage team bonding. Though
it may be difficult to find a diverse array of activities for
both athletes and parents to enjoy, Auburn-Opelika will be
sure to relieve your worries with numerous recreation and
relaxation alternatives to pick from.

8
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If off-the field games are your jam, try our laser tag,
trampoline park, or escape room facilities; or keep it in
the great outdoors at the Kreher Preserve and Nature
Center where visitors can hike and view reptiles and
creepy crawlers, native flora and fauna, streams, a
butterfly garden and a waterfall. Chewacla State Park also
offers swimming, canoeing, paddle boarding, and hiking
in addition to their awesome mountain biking trails. Or
keep it laid back when you stroll around our walkable
downtowns, grab some ice cream or lemonade, or soak
up some culture at one of our museums or performance
venues.

How to Get to Auburn-Opelika

Auburn-Opelika is less than an hour’s drive from the
capital of Mongtomery and its regional airport and only
90 miles from the Atlanta Hartsfield Airport. Birmingham
Shuttlesworth International Airport is approximately two
hours and 15 minutes from Auburn-Opelika, with the
Columbus, GA Metropolitan Airport being less than forty
minutes away. The following cities are less than four hours
away: Birmingham, Huntsville, Mobile, Orange Beach,
Tuscaloosa, Talladega and Gulf Shores.
@SportsPlanGuide #SportsPG

FACILITY SPOTLIGHT
1. Chewacla State Park

Sports: Mountain biking, boating, triathlons
This picturesque state park nestled on the edges
of Chewacla Lake highlights a 26-acre lake and
rental boats, along with campsites for overnight
camping trips, hiking trails and picnic areas. The
park presents six cozy, newly-renovated cabins
equipped with central heating and cooling
systems. These stone cottages feature televisions,
stone fireplaces, bathrooms, kitchens and
hardwood floors, perfect for relaxing after game
day. The gorgeous grounds make the site perfect
for hiking, biking, camping, triathlons and a host
of other activities and sports to engage in.

1

2. Opelika SportsPlex and Martin
Aquatics Center
Sports: All

2

4

Opelika SportsPlex is an 81,536-square-foot
facility offering multiple amenities for a variety
of sports like two basketball gyms, five soccer
fields, an 18-hole PDGA certified disc golf course,
an 8-lane, twenty-five-yard multi-purpose pool
with zero depth entry, a splash park, multimedia
and meeting rooms, an amphitheater and much
more. Martin Aquatics Center is designed as one
of the premier natatoriums in the nation, with an
Olympic-size pool with two movable bulkheads,
a warmup pool and various other amenities for
hosting large-scale swimming and diving meets.

3. Auburn Softball & Baseball Complex
Sports: Softball

Planner Perspective
“The Auburn-Opelika team does a fantastic job of making our event
(Super 7 Championships) successful for our participants and fans.
Their hands-on service, attention to detail, and can-do attitudes
continue to elevate the championships year after year after year.”
– Steve Savarese, Executive Director, AHSAA

Voted one of the premier complexes in the nation
by USA Softball and host site for 10 ISA World
Championships, this burmuda-grass complex
presents five softball fields for youth and adults,
concession stands, a picnic area and seating for
1,200 spectators, making it an excellent choice for
tournament-style events. The complex spotlights a
three-story press box, covered dugouts, a control
building and convertible fields for youth baseball
tournaments. Duck Samford Park provides ten
additional baseball fields with batting cages,
concession stands and restrooms.

4. Yarbrough Tennis Center
(City of Auburn/Auburn University)
Sports: Tennis

Auburn-Opelika Tourism Bureau
Anthony Terling

Sports & Event Development Manager
Phone: 334-391-2527
Email: Anthony@aotourism.com
Website: www.aotourism.com

SportsPlanningGuide.com

This championship-level, top-tier tennis center at
Auburn University provides 4,300 square-feet of
outdoor space and 33,314 square feet of indoor
facilities for tennis players to show off their skills in
front of family and friends. Spanning 4,300 square
feet, the center comprises six indoor courts, 16
outdoor clay courts including one stadium court
and 12 outdoor hard courts. Concessions and
other useful facilities include a lounge, pro shop,
director’s office, lobby and locker room.
Sports Planning Guide
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DECATUR, AL

A SMALL TOWN WITH A BIG HISTORY OF SPORTS, THIS ALABAMA DESTINATION HAS BEEN
HOME TO OLYMPIC GREATS AND INTERNATIONAL-LEVEL COMPETITION.
The South has proven to be a shining star in the sports
world as of late, with a welcoming community, state-of-theart venues, and plenty of fun activities all set to a beautiful
backdrop. Morgan County, located in northern Alabama,
is a sports planner's dream. It has some of the region's best
venues for a variety of sports, is considered to be among
the most beautiful regions in the state, and has an impressive
resume that includes hosting international events and serving
as a training ground for Olympic greats.

Just half an hour from downtown Decatur is a truly out-ofthis-world experience at one of the most famous centers for
space exploration in the United States. If you're in Morgan
County, you can't miss a visit to the Huntsville Space and
Rocket Center, where you can easily spend an entire day
learning about the history of the U.S. space program and
exploring some incredible exhibits.

Things to do in Morgan County

The fields were perfect! The tournament was well organized,
the personnel involved with the tournament were friendly
and professional. The complex exceeded expectations.

We know that everyone in your group will be working hard,
so why not treat them to a carefree day at Point Mallard
Water Park. Open year-round, it is home to a wave pool (the
first in the U.S.), flume rides, the Pro Bowl Slide, Towering
Sky Pond and Speed Slide, a sandy beach, dedicated kids
area and more. And if you're bringing along a big party, it
can even be reserved exclusively for groups. Bordering the
park is the beautiful Wheeler Wildlife Refuge, which welcomes
thousands of visitors each year. It's a great place to go to
enjoy peace and quiet, hike, and spot local wildlife - a great
activity to wind down from the intensity of a day on the field.
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Planner Perspective

—Cecelia Friday, 2016 Presidents Cup

How to Get to Morgan County
Decatur lies just to the east of of I-65, which connects to
Nashville about two hours to the north and Birmingham an
hour and a half to the south. Huntsville International Airport
is just a 20-minute drive from the center of Decatur, and is a
great option for those choosing to fly into the area—whether
they're coming from within the region or from across
the country.

@SportsPlanGuide #SportsPG

1. Jack Allen Recreation Complex

3. Ingalls Harbor and Pavilion

Sports: Soccer

Sports: Multi-purpose, boating

For soccer in Morgan County, you won't want to look any
further than the acclaimed John Allen Recreation Complex
(JARC), which has become recognized as one of the best
soccer venues in the entire Southeast. The complex features
10 international size fields on 77 acres of well manicured
turf, and has hosted an impressive resume of events. From
college games and the Alabama State Cup Championships,
to the Open Cup with teams from 8 countries and the famous
Duke vs. Mexico National Women's team game in which
Duke won 1-0, the JARC has seen its fair share of soccer
action - your event could be next.

If you're looking for space, and lots of it, the Ingalls Harbor
and Pavilion fits the bill. This versatile space can accommodate 1,200 people within 23,000 square feet of space that
also includes an outdoor patio area with fireplace, and large
overhead doors that allow the entire space to be converted
to an open-air facility when the weather is nice. The pavilion
has hosted a long list of events, including sports banquets,
and is transformed to fit the needs of event planners.

2. Wilson-Morgan Park
Sports: Soccer, softball, tennis
Located on Decatur's southern edge, Wilson-Morgan Park
is the ideal location for sports planners looking to host a
softball tournament or game play. In the past, the park has
hosted a wide variety of slow and fast pitch tournaments,
and is equipped with bleacher seating and a concession
stand to create the full event experience. All of this set
among a beautiful community park makes Wilson-Morgan
Park a top choice among sports planners in the region who
are planning softball events, camps, tournaments, or games.

SportsPlanningGuide.com

Decatur Morgan County Tourism
Andrew Kelly
Sports Sales Manager
Sports Marketing and Special Events Dir.
Phone: 256-350-2028
Email: akelly@decaturcvb.org
Website: www.decaturcvb.org

Sports Planning Guide
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Dothan, AL

Move overPeanut Festival, Dothan’s sports facilities are the other big draw in town.

Peanuts and sports go together like bats and gloves.
Dothan might be known best for its ties to the former,
but it’s no slouch with the latter, either. When it’s time
to plan your next sports travel experience, there is a
whole bucketful of reasons to consider the southeastern
Alabama city of Dothan.

And if you happen to be visiting Dothan during the fall,
be sure to visit the National Peanut Festival and see the
parade. If you can’t make it for the Peanut Festival, the
first Friday of every month from March to October is
Foster Fest, a free community party that combines a car
show with live music and lots of fun.

Things to do in Dothan

How to Get to Dothan

Pre- and post-game time isn’t just for stretching out sore
muscles and analyzing plays; it’s also time to get off the
field and enjoy some non-sports activities. And there are
many to choose from in Dothan, from movie theatres to
the largest indoor trampoline in the Southeast.
If this is a family tournament, keep Water World Water
Park and Adventureland Theme Park on the top of your
to-do list. For the active family, Adventureland includes
miniature golf courses, go-karts, bumper boats, and a
virtual rollercoaster. Water World is open during the
warmer months and features water slides, a giant wave
pool, a video arcade, and kid-friendly play areas.

Dothan’s spot in the lower corner of Alabama makes it a
superlative road trip destination. It’s served by a veritable
hub of highways, including US-231, US-431, and US-84.
Dothan Regional Airport is a mere 20 minutes from the
city.

For a more relaxing side trip, take the group to Landmark
Park, a turn-of-the-century farmstead, for a picnic and a
stroll around the grounds. Or grab a bike and pedal down
Beaver Creek Trail, the only Forever Wild Land Trust Trail
in the state.

12
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Planner Perspective
“The Dothan CVB helped me pursue a USA BMX National
Event for several seasons before we secured the event in
Dothan for March 2016. The event was a complete success,
thanks to the CVB and local hotel support. Without the
help of the Dothan CVB and Dothan Leisure Services, our
local BMX program would not be where it is today.”
– Travis Roettgan, Track Operator, Circle City BMX

@SportsPlanGuide #SportsPG

FACILITY SPOTLIGHT
1. James Oates Park

Visit Dothan
Robert A. Hillman, III, TMP

Director of Sales
Phone: 334-794-6622
Email: robert@visitdothan.com
Website: www.visitdothan.com

Sports: Softball, baseball
Two separate complexes make this 87-acre park a top
contender for baseball or softball tournaments. Each complex
has its own parking, bleacher seating, concessions, and press
box, and each one has six tournament-style playing fields
with 225-foot fences. The softball complex also features dirt
infields. There are paved walking trails around the park if
spectators and players need to fill in an hour or two before
the game. And definitely watch this
space: future upgrades to James
Oates Park include a covered pavilion,
a community activity center, and a
playground.

2. Highland Oaks Golf Course
Sports: Golf

Baseball
Softball
Soccer
Tennis
BMX
Swimming
Cheer
Sport Shooting
Disc Golf
Archery
Golf
Football
Dance
Miracle League
Mountain Biking
Basketball

There are several golf courses in and
around Dothan, but the Highland
Oaks course gets rave reviews for
its playability, beauty, excellent
maintenance, and value. There are three
nine-hole championship courses and a
nine-hole short course; the combination
of two of these courses won Golf
Digest’s award as one of the great
“Places to Play” in the U.S. Each course
has a distinct character and a different
style of play; together they make up
a very well-designed setting for any
game. It’s no surprise that Highland
Oaks hosts numerous local and charity
tournaments throughout the year,
supported by a great staff, a pro shop, a
clubhouse and a grill.

3. Westgate Park

Sports: Softball, tennis, youth
baseball, adult baseball, football,
soccer, BMX

GO

itss
it

VisitDothan.com
SportsPlanningGuide.com

time

visit

In size and scope, Westgate Park is the
granddaddy of Dothan’s sports facilities.
This massive complex can be rented in
its entirety (as for the Alabama State
Games) or by facility. The impressive list
of venues includes the G. Marvin Lewis
Dixie Youth Baseball Complex, the
Miracle Field Baseball Complex, and the
Northcutt Football/Baseball Complex.
The site is also home to Kiwanis Park,
a laid-back spot with playground
equipment, a covered pavilion that
seats 50 people, and a marked 3.4-mile
nature trail that circles the Westgate
Park property.

Sports Planning Guide
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Foley, AL

Forget faraway sports complexes: Foley, Alabama presents the ultimate one-stop shop for tournament planners and athletes.
Things to do in Foley
Teams will find all sorts of entertainment, food and
shopping opportunities during their time in Foley.
Downtown Foley provides an excellent start. Here,
travelers will come across vintage finds, such as a model
train exhibit, an antique soda fountain inside a pharmacy,
charming boutiques and local restaurants. Visit the OWA,
the area’s ultimate entertainment destination comprising 21
rides, stores, restaurants and an arcade. Located right next
to the Foley Sports Tourism facility is the park’s full-service
hotel, saving families the stress of driving to a remote
sports venue or attraction. If you’re more of a shopaholic,
then the Tanger Outlets is the place to be. This shopping
center supports over 100 stores, filled with all sorts of
casual and athletic clothing. Grab your sports gear from
popular labels like Nike or Under Armour before walking
the short distance to your next competition.
Enjoy some quality family fun at Gulf Bowl, which features
a high ropes course, laser tag and an arcade. Both this
venue and the shopping center are located within walking
distance of the Foley Sports Tourism complex. Partake in
an interactive meal at the Lambert Café, where servers
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toss delectable homemade rolls to patrons. About nine
miles away, white sand beaches await.

How to Get to Foley
Drive to Foley by taking Interstates 65 or 10 from other
major cities. It is recommended that planners and teams
arrive in Foley via the Pensacola Regional Airport, which
is a 30-mile drive. The Mobile Regional Airport is another
option, about 50 miles away.

Planner Perspective
“It’s more than just the fields, it’s the professionalism of
each and every one of the staff members they have on
board, the hours they put in but also they lengths they
stretch to, to make sure everything is done to the high
standard held by the crew. The feedback we receive from
each of our events held at the complex is nothing short of
incredible with each team/player/team manager/parent
itching to attend the next event held at this facility.”
– John Guidroz, Executive Director of Snap Soccer
Tournament Director of the Publix Super Cup

@SportsPlanGuide #SportsPG

FACILITY SPOTLIGHT
1. Foley Sports Tourism Complex

Sports: Field hockey, football, K-9 competitions, lacrosse,
rugby, soccer, ultimate Frisbee
Foley Sports Tourism boasts one championship stadium and 15
challenge fields. The complex is known for hosting the annual
Sun Belt Women’s Soccer Championships, held during the first
week of November. The sports fields have additionally been
chosen for the Gulf Coast Invitational, which is open to both
boys and girls youth club soccer teams.

2. Foley Sports Complex

Sports: Baseball, kickball, soccer, softball
The Foley Sports Complex has proven to successfully execute
large tournaments, including the NSA Southern Nationals and
the USSSA baseball/Softball World Series. This venue even
brings the fun as the home of the Gulf Coast Balloon Festival.
Compete on any of the complex’s 10 baseball/softball fields
or one of the five soccer fields. All are lit with ample spectator
seating.

3. Foley Event Center

Sports: Basketball, cheerleading, gymnastics,
volleyball, pickleball
The brand new Foley Event Center covers 90,000 square
feet with over 50,000 square feet dedicated to 12 pickleball

courts, 12 volleyball courts and six basketball courts. You can
even hold your off-court receptions, meetings and banquets
at the center. The facility is entering its second year by hosting
the Bounder’s Beach Bash during the second weekend of
September.

4. Graham Creek Nature Preserve

Sports: Biking, disc-golf, hiking, kayaking, canoeing, archery
Stretching for over 500 acres in Foley is the Graham Creek
Nature Preserve. Planners can spend a whole day out here
with their teams, as they have access to three 18-basket disc
golf courses, a 5K trail and ADA trail. Water athletes and
families can sail out to Wolf Bay via the park’s canoe/kayak
launch. Embark on the hiking trails for a look at the nature
preserve’s large selection of birds, plants and other wildlife, or
take your best shot at the nearby archery park.

Foley Sports Tourism
Don Dukemineer

Deputy Director of Sports Tourism
Phone: 251-923-2119
Email: ddukemineer@cityoffoley.org
Website: www.foleysportstourism.com

Visit our website
to learn how you can

SportsPlanningGuide.com
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Gulf Shores & Orange Beach

The white-sand coastline of Gulf Shores and Orange Beach offers the perfect backdrop for sports events of all kinds.
Things to do in Gulf Shores & Orange Beach

How to Get to Gulf Shores & Orange Beach

Well, if you didn’t guess from its name, Gulf Shores and
Orange Beach provide visitors with a wealth of Gulffront
fun. Athletes, coaches and fans can explore 32 miles of
sugar white beaches, offering a variety of activities, no
matter what you’re in the mood for. Spend some time
relaxing on the sand, soaking in the sunshine; or try
something more adventurous with some watersports.
Enjoy a day of diving, paddleboarding, kayaking, jet skiing
or parasailing. If you want to relax, but still get out on
the water, sign up for a dolphin cruise. On one of these
educational and exciting voyages, you’ll get a glimpse
at the life of the bottle nose dolphins and other marine
wildlife.

Gulf Shores and Orange Beach is located roughly an hour
from both Mobile, Alabama, and Pensacola, Florida. It’s
within a day’s drive of many major cities in the Southeast,
including New Orleans, Jackson, Montgomery and
Tallahassee. The Mobile Regional Airport is less than 60
miles away and is serviced by many major airlines offering
direct flights to large hubs including Chicago, Dallas/Fort
Worth, Houston and Atlanta. Pensacola Airport is another
option and is serviced by American, Delta, Frontier, Silver,
Southwest and United Airlines.

Waterville USA Water and Amusement Park is fun for
the whole family. Located in Gulf Shores, the 20-acre park
features 17 water slides, a lazy river, and a wave pool, as
well as go-karts, a roller coaster, mini golf and an escape
house. Head over to The Wharf for hundreds of activities,
loads of shopping and great dining.
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Planner Perspective
“The Gulf Shores & Orange Beach Sports Commission is
the connection to all local support: EMS, police, parks,
volunteers and sponsors. In addition, they also arrange our
staff housing with local condos and hotels, and market the
event through all of their media channels and to regional
businesses, community and recreation centers and other
events. We feel like the Gulf Shores and Orange Beach
Sports Commission has the same values when it comes to
satisfying our customers: safe, quality, fun events in one of
the best destinations in the country.”
– Team Magic, Co-Owner, Faye Yates
@SportsPlanGuide #SportsPG

FACILITY SPOTLIGHT

3. Gulf Shores Main Public Beach
Sports: Beach volleyball, handball

1. Gulf Shores Sportsplex

Sports: Track & field, football, baseball, soccer, softball
The 100-acre Gulf Shores Sportsplex is a multi-use sports
facility that plays host to events year-round. It has been
home to the USSSA Global World Series baseball and softball
tournaments, and will be the location for the upcoming
NAIA Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track and Field National
Championships and the NCAA Sand Dollar Classic Softball
Tournament. The facility boasts a collegiate/high school track,
a high school football stadium, and baseball, softball and
soccer fields. There are full concessions and stadium seating
for over 1,500 spectators.

2. Orange Beach Sportsplex

Gulf Shores beaches offer a perfect location for sports events,
too. The Gulf Shores Public Beach is host to the Collegiate
Beach Volleyball National Championship and many other
beach volleyball events. There are open-air pavilions, picnic
areas, restrooms and showers on-site.

4. Orange Beach Event Center at The Wharf
Sports: Gymnastics, cheerleading, wrestling

Located in the heart of Orange Beach, the Event Center at
The Wharf is a great spot for indoor sports events. The venue
offers 18,000 square feet of flexible event space, that can
accommodate a range of different athletic competitions.
Nearby dining and entertainment make it a premier location
for any sports event.

Sports: Baseball, softball, soccer, football
This Orange Beach sports facility has played host to
hundreds of SEC, NCAA and university athletic events over
the years. The Complex is home of the SEC Women’s Soccer
Championship for 15 years and the NAIA Women’s Soccer
National Championship. The venue features nine baseball and
softball fields, and three soccer/football fields, most of which
are lighted for night games. There’s ample parking for large
events, and plenty of seating at each field.

Gulf Shores & Orange Beach
Sports Commission
Ashley Wilson

Sales Manager
Phone: 251-974-4619
Email: awilson@gulfshores.com
Website: www.gsobsports.com

Inspired to WIN
Whether it’s hitting a home run, breaking a speed record, or scoring the winning goal, Gulf
Shores and Orange Beach have the perfect venue for the ultimate sporting experience.
From national collegiate events, high shcool championships and youth tournaments, sports
organizations and participants won’t ﬁnd a more inspiring place to play.
GULF SHORES &
ORANGE BEACH
SPORTS COMMISSION

GulfShoresOrangeBeachSports.com
800-982-8562

Brett Robinson Alabama Coastal Triathlon: Sept 7, 2019
Run the Beach Series:
Big Beach Marathon: Jan 27, 2019
Sea Turtle Half Marathon: Feb 16, 2019
Kaiser Realty Half-Marathon: Nov 30, 2019
2018-3522

SportsPlanningGuide.com
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Huntsville, AL

This Alabama city is internationally acclaimed as a center for aerospace technology,
and is now making a name for itself in the wide world of sports.
This innovative, vibrant Alabama city has been ranked
among the top 10 places to live in the county by U.S.
News, and is the ideal destination for those sports
planners looking for a city that exudes professionalism and
a passion for sports.

Things to do in Huntsville
A trip to Huntsville would not be complete without a trip
to the U.S. Space & Rocket Center – probably the closest
you can get to space while still standing on solid ground.
Spend a day touring this exceptional facility and learn
about the history of space exploration and the U.S. space
program. The Space Shot is a liftoff simulator that shoots
riders 140 feet in a heart-pounding 2.5 seconds, and allows
them to experience a quick feeling of weightlessness
just as astronauts would feel when launching into space.
Try this or any number of other museum simulators for a
thrilling day.

How to Get to Huntsville

Airport is just a 15-minute drive from downtown and is the
perfect place for visitors looking to connect to Huntsville
from destinations such as Atlanta, Dallas, Charlotte,
Washington D.C. and Houston.

Our Commitment
“We’re as proud of our teamwork as you are of yours.
An event in Huntsville brings together all aspects of
our sporting community to assure that it’s a major
success, from lodging services, first-class facilities, event
management and the support and encouragement
from community and civic leaders. We not only have
outstanding places to play and spaces to stay, but
Huntsville is rich in attractions for families and visitors.
The Huntsville/Madison County Convention & Visitors
Bureau is eager to team with you to show you all that we
have to offer, and provide a memorable event for athletes,
coaches, fans and families.”
– Mark McCater, Convention Sales Manager,
Huntsville/Madison County CVB

Huntsville lies at the confluence of several major highways.
Just to the west of the city is I-65, which connects to
Nashville about two hours to the north and Birmingham
an hour and a half to the south. Huntsville International
18
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FACILITY SPOTLIGHT
1. Huntsville Aquatics Center
Sports: Swimming, diving

The $22.5 million Huntsville Aquatics Center is one of the
premier facilities in the nation, and the only one in the
Southeast with two 50-meter competition pools under the
same roof. The main pool has grandstand seating for 1,400
and deck space for more than 400 swimmers. There are
two 3-meter and two 1-meter diving boards in the Legacy
Pool, the secondary competition pool, which has motorized
rollback roof and sundeck. Appropriately, Huntsville Aquatics
Center was named 2017 Facility of the Year by the Alabama
Recreation and Parks Association in its first year of existence,
and has already hosted numerous local, state and regional
meets.

2. John Hunt Park

Sports: Soccer, cross country, sand volleyball, tennis
For those planning a soccer event in the region, look no
further than John Hunt Park. As host of the Alabama High
School Soccer Championships in May 2018, this impressive
venue is no stranger to large-scale events. Set on over 400
acres, the park features 2 championship grass fields along with
21 additional fields. The two championship fields offer seating
for 2,000 and set between them is a multi-level building that

SportsPlanningGuide.com

houses a second level sky box. Inside the park you will find all
the amenities you’ll need to put on the perfect event, including
concessions, restrooms, and plenty of parking. As is a theme
around Huntsville these days, innovation is coming to John
Hunt Park and making things bigger and better than ever.

3. Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail at Hampton Cove
Sports: Golf

The links at Hampton Cove are nothing short of stunning, with
a landscape that varies widely and makes for exciting game
play. Each of the three courses that make up the 54 holes offer
unique challenges for players of all abilities. The Highlands
Course takes players along a scenic trail complete with its
notable old mule barn, while the Short Course and River
Course offer players a nice challenge with water on 11 and 16
of the holes, respectively, and the latter is without a single
bunker.

Huntsville/Madison County CVB
Mark McCarter

Convention Sales Manager
Phone: 256-551-2334
Email: mccarter@huntsville.org
Website: www.huntsville.org

Sports Planning Guide
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Montgomery, AL

Montgomery has quickly grown into a first-rate destination for sports events thanks to its elite facilities,
friendly atmosphere and topnotch attractions.
Montgomery has opened several new, top-of-the-line
sports facilities in recent years, adding to its capacity to
host major tournaments. Combine that with team-friendly
accommodations, exciting attractions, an active vibe and
a passion for athletics, and it’s clear to see why everyone
wants to have a sports event in Montgomery.

FACILITY SPOTLIGHT

Things to do in Montgomery

Located at the edge of downtown Montgomery, the Multiplex
at Cramton Bowl is a new 70,000-square-foot multi-purpose
facility. It has the size and amenities to host a wide range of
sports events, including the World Championship of Cornhole
and Sugar Bert Boxing in 2019. It can accommodate 15
volleyball courts, six tennis courts, two soccer fields, and 20
wrestling mats.

Sports teams won’t be spending their entire visit out on the
pitch. There is plenty of time between matches for them to
enjoy all that Montgomery has to offer… and there’s quite a
lot.
Montgomery is where the modern civil rights movement
began, and there are many sites dedicated to the city’s
important role in the country’s history. Visit the Rosa Parks
Museum to learn all about the Montgomery Bus Boycott
through permanent exhibits, archives and more. Dive even
deeper into Montgomery’s past with a stop at the Legacy
Museum. It’s built on a site where enslaved people were
warehoused, and a block away from a notorious slave
auction spot.

How to Get to Montgomery

Situated at the intersection of I-85 and I-65, Montgomery
is an easy drive from many major southeast cities. It’s 164
miles from Atlanta, 92 miles from Birmingham, and 155
miles from Mobile and the Gulf of Mexico. The city is served
by the Montgomery Regional Airport, which has non-stop
flights provided by American Airlines, Delta Airlines and Via
Air.

Planner Perspective

“From my arrival in Montgomery, I knew it was going to
be a very favorable experience. The amount of planning,
coupled with precise execution of showcasing your beloved
city, did not go unnoticed.”
– Audrey Chanet Ngaleu, Manager, Office Operations
Change Healthcare
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1. Multiplex at Cramton Bowl

Sports: Volleyball, tennis, soccer, wrestling, gymnastics,
cornhole, basketball, cheerleading, boxing, weightlifting,
dance

2. Emory Folmar YMCA Soccer Complex
Sports: Soccer

An elite Montgomery sports facility, Emory Folmar YMCA
Soccer Complex is an ideal spot for a soccer tournament in
Alabama. The venue features 10 fields, two championship and
eight regulation, with seating for 4,000 fans.

3. Cramton Bowl Football Stadium
Sports: Football

Cramton Stadium is a state-of-the-art football venue that
welcomes all level of competition, including the ESPN/
Raycom Camellia Bowl coming in December 2018. The
stadium features an artificial turf field, locker rooms, ample
parking and seating for over 24,000 fans.

Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce
CVB/Destination Montgomery
Ron Simmons
Vice President, Destination Sales
Phone: 334-230-8356
Email: rsimmons@montgomerychamber.com
Website: www.visitingmontgomery.com
@SportsPlanGuide #SportsPG

2

Mobile, AL

A vibrant hub of culture and entertainment on the Gulf Coast, Mobile is also home to a thriving sports scene
attracting visitors from across the country
A standout in the sports world is Mobile, Alabama.
Located off the shimmering waters of the Gulf of Mexico,
this dynamic town has become somewhat of a haven for
regional sports and offers some of the best venues in the
state. And with an experienced and dedicated team of staff
at the Mobile Bay Convention & Visitors Bureau on hand to
assist in event planning, you can be sure any event in Mobile
will be one for the record books.

Things to do in Mobile

Sports planners know the importance of choosing a
location that is versatile - one that offers state-of-the-art
facilities for athletes but one that also offers plenty to do
off the field and a chance to experience a new location that
will result in memories to last a lifetime. In Mobile, you’ll
find a dynamic community where colorful festivals, regional
entertainment, tasty local cuisine, and enchanting history
are part of everyday life and waiting to surprise you at
every turn.
At USS Alabama Battleship Memorial Park visitors can
explore the USS Drum, a sub which sank 15 enemy ships
during WWII; step inside the “Mighty A,” the USS Alabama;
and walk among the impressive collection of artillery and
tanks on site.

FACILITY SPOTLIGHT
1. Arthur Outlaw Mobile Convention Center
Sports: Volleyball, dance, cheer, multi-purpose

The gorgeous Mobile Civic Center stands out in the heart of
the city’s downtown, and could be the site of your next sports
event. This state-of-the-art waterfront facility makes the most
of its location and is a great way to wow both spectators and
athletes - whether they are locals or from out of town. The
entire facility is 317,000 sq. ft., making it perfect for sporting
events that need that extra space.

2. Mobile Civic Center

Sports: Basketball, hockey, volleyball, wrestling, multipurpose
A variety of arena settings are available to choose from
in Mobile, and a standout among them is the Mobile Civic
Center. With seating for over 8,000 for basketball and
hockey games, this is a spacious and professional venue that
is perfect for games and tournament play of all kinds. The
event space itself covers 80,000 sq. ft. and features eight
concession stands, three locker rooms, catering services, a
state-of-the-art sound system, and press box.

How to Get to Mobile

I-10 and I-65 are the main highways that pass through
Mobile, both of which help to make this city a hassle-free
destination for drivers. Montgomery, Alabama is 2.5 hours
northeast along I-65, and New Orleans is just 2 hours to the
west along I-10. Mobile Regional Airport serves the area and
is a great option for those looking to travel from outside the
region.

Planner Perspective

“We had increased success from previous years in Mobile
and look forward to coming back in 2019!”
– Cameron Moss, 2DSports Youth Basketball Tournament

SportsPlanningGuide.com

Visit Mobile
Garrett Wagner

Leisure Sales and Events Manager
Phone: 251-348-0822
Email: gwagner@mobile.org
Website: www.mobile.org
Sports Planning Guide
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Florence, AL

Lauderdale County has a history of producing iconic American music - and now,
it’s making a name for itself in the sports world
Florence, Alabama is a small-town destination that
captures the spirit of America while offering an abundance
of activities that include everything from history and
education to entertainment and outdoor adventures. And
of course, sports play a big role in shaping the community
and culture of the region here, so sports planners can be
sure this is a destination ripe with opportunities to create
something truly memorable.

Things to do in Florence

Whether you know it or not, you are visiting what has been
coined the “Hit Recording Capital of the World”. Some of
the greatest hits of all time have been made here. Artists
still come to the area to record in the legendary studios
that inspired past music legends. Some of Florence’s unique
attractions and landmarks include the birthplaces of Sam
Phillips, WC Handy and Helen Keller. The only Frank Lloyd
Wright home in Alabama resides in Florence. Muscle Shoals
Sound Studios, FAME Studios, Cypress Moon Studios and
the Alabama Music Hall of Fame will satisfy any music
junkie’s bucket list. The quad-city area has great eateries,
shopping, golfing, antiquing and parks.

How to Get to Florence

Florence is conveniently located along US-72, a major
thoroughfare in northern Alabama that links Florence to
Huntsville (1.5 hours to the east) and Memphis (2.5 hours
to the west). For those traveling from further afield, getting
into the region is easy, with Huntsville International Airport
just an hour to the east.

Planner Perspective

“We’ve been coming to Florence, AL and Lake Pickwick
since 2011 and look forward to many more tournaments
here. McFarland Park, Pickwick and Wilson Lakes, the
local history, the diverse places to eat, and of course the
hospitality exhibited by everyone we encounter - all this
supports our local events and collegiate anglers, thus
making this our favorite destination every year.”
– Wade Middleton, Director,
Association of Collegiate Anglers
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FACILITY SPOTLIGHT
1. McFarland Park

Sports: Baseball, boating, fishing, soccer
McFarland Park is both a beautiful community park and a
haven for sports enthusiasts. This serene spot set on the
banks of the Tennessee River is truly a highlight within
Florence and has held major events such as the BoatUS
Collegiate National Fishing Championship, the Carhartt Bass
Fishing Tournament, the high school World Fishing Finals,
the Renaissance Man Triathlon, and will hold the BassMaster
Championship in November.

2. Florence Sportsplex

Sports: Baseball, soccer, softball
Built for the City of Florence in 2008, this sprawling green
space consists of a variety of sports facilities that are used for
local and regional events for teams from all across northern
Alabama. Sports planners can choose from any of the five
baseball, four softball or six soccer fields, and fans and
players alike will enjoy the onsite concessions.

3. Flowers Hall

Sports: Basketball, volleyball, multi-purpose
From high school tournaments to preseason NBA games,
Flowers Hall has hosted a range of events both big and small,
and could be the site of your next sports event. Home to
the University of North Alabama’s basketball and volleyball
teams, this arena with seating for 4,000 is one of the region’s
premier indoor facilities.

Florence-Lauderdale Convention
& Visitors Bureau
Phone: 256-740-4141 or 888-356-8687
Email: sport@visitflorenceal.com
Website: www.visitflorence.com

@SportsPlanGuide #SportsPG
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Run, Bike, Fish, Barbarian!
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DESTINATION VIDEOS

• From Palm Beach, Florida to Seattle, Washington, our destination videos will show you
hundreds of sports complexes and attractions all in a few minutes.
• Easy access from any device.
• Open the Videos tab at SportsPlanningGuide.com to discover dozens of Site InSpections
that feature videos.
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